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PURPOSE OF THE DOCUMENT

The Jesus Youth Chosen Conference 2026 will be held at La Trobe University,
Bundoora, from 19 to 22 November 2026.

The conference includes three streams of registrations: Teens, Young Adults, and
Young Couples. These guidelines apply to participants in the Teens stream who
are under 18 and over the age of 16 at the time of the conference.

REGISTRATION PHASE

Teens do not register individually. Registration happens through the standard
Chosen 2026 registration link, the same one every attendee uses, as part of an
organised parish, school, youth group or Jesus Youth regional group. Each group
is appointed a Group Leader, who completes the registration and supervises the
teens throughout the conference.

NATIONAL YOUTH CONFERENCE

CH®SEN

2026




DIFFERENT ROLES

MINISTRIES AND
ORGANISATIONS

It is expected that the respective ministries are fully responsible for the under
18’s from their regions. Ministries are responsible for;

e Appointing a Group Leader and completing the group registrations for their
under 18’s, following their organisational safeguarding policy guidelines and
protocols.

e Supporting the Group Leader/s for finalising the registration for their under
18 participants, using their formal event registration process and
safeguarding policy requirements.

e Conducting appropriate pre-conference safety planning sessions with
parents and under 18 participants, involving all the Group Leaders/
volunteers responsible for supervision and complete relevant risk
assessments as required by their safeguarding policy requirements.

Each group must appoint at least 1 Group Leader for every 10 teens. Mixed-
gender groups (girls and boys) need at least one male and one female Group
Leader. Two Group Leaders per group are recommended regardless of size or
gender mix.

A Group Leader should ideally be a senior member of the organisation bringing
the teens (parish, school, youth group or Jesus Youth regional leadership). Group
Leaders must be 18 years or older, hold a valid Working With Children Check (or

state equivalent), and complete an online orientation before the conference.

Group Leaders receive 50% off their own registration cost.
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GROUP LEADERS

The role of Group Leader for under 18 participant plays a pivotal role in ensuring
the safety of each under 18 participant attending the conference.
Group Leader/s are responsible for;

e Maintaining all relevant information of the under 18 participants assigned to
them, including their personal details, medication details, medical
emergency/allergy details, emergency contacts, and parental consents as per
the organisational safeguarding policies.

e The supervision of the under 18 participants assigned to them throughout
the conference, including travel, accommodation and participation at the
conference.

e Consulting with their ministry leaders, to plan for safe travel,
accommodation arrangements for their respective under 18 participants.

e Safe participation of under 18s during the conference, with the appropriate
consent of the parents.

e Their group members and appropriate monitoring/supervision arrangements
must be organised with the help of other volunteers from the respective
ministries if needed.

e Although there are trained volunteers from Jesus Youth assigned to the
conference to assist group leaders, the responsibility of supervision is fully
entrusted on the Group Leader/s.

Group Leaders must be 18 years or older, hold a valid Working With Children
Check (or state equivalent), and complete an online orientation before the
conference.

Minimum ratio: 1 Group Leader per 10 teens, with at least one male and one

female leader for mixed-gender groups, two leaders recommended regardless of
group size
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PARENTS

Parents of under 18 participants will be contacted by their Group Leader as part
of the standard registration process. Parents are responsible for;

e Providing relevant information and consent for their children including;
personal details, medication details, medical emergency / allergy details,
emergency contacts, parental consents as per the organisational
safeguarding policies and protocols.

e Planning with the Group Leader and the ministry leadership to ensure safe
travel, accommodation and supervision arrangements as required.

e Maintain contact with the respective Group Leader from time to time to
ensure the safety of their children during the conference.

e Making the necessary arrangements for safe follow up for cases of
emergency, such as high-risk behaviors and medical emergencies.

UNDER 18 PARTICIPANTS

All under 18 participants are expected to;

e Abiding by the agreed code of conduct and plans agreed by their parents,
ministry and Group Leader/s.

e Report to their Group Leader/s as per the agreed supervision arrangements

e Be with their Group Leader/s or the delegated volunteer when entering and
exiting the conference premises.

* Be responsible for their conduct and behaviors at all times. All behaviors of
concerns will be reported to the parents with immediate effect and
appropriate due course of action will be taken in consultation with their
parents.

JESUS YOUTH VOLUNTEERS

Jesus Youth volunteers at the conference must conduct appropriate risk
assessments and implement measures to identify under 18 participants and
support their safety throughout the conference.

These measures may include identification tags with group leaders’ contact

details, a designated assembly point for under 18 participants in an emergency,
and monitoring at the main gates.
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